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Cowichan Power & Sail Squadron 

Bridge 2011 - 2012 

Commander 

Derek Fiddes                        250-746-4416 

 

Past Commander 

Jim Peakman (P/C)              250-748-7376 

 

Executive Officer 

Paul Richards                       250-746-8612 

 

Training Officer 

Gary Cline                            250-748-0487 

 

Secretary 

Sue Coleman                  250-748-8993 

 

Administration Officer 

TBA 

 

Treasurer 

Malcolm Pinteau                  250-701-9025 

 

Assistant Training Officers 

(Boating)  

  

(North)   

Horst Eyding                       250-216-9549 

(South)  

Hugh Lawrence                   250-743-7808 

 

(Adv.& Elect.)  

P/C Ion Barnes                    250-743-9855 

 

(Boat Pro)  

P/C Ion Barnes                    250-743-9855 

 

(Marine Radio)  

P/C Ion Barnes                    250-743-9855 

 

 

Membership Officer 

Ian deVerteuil                      250-748-6506 

 

Chief Proctor 

(North)  

Dave Zimmer                      250-743-9465 

(South)  

Hugh Lawrence                   250-743-7808 

 

Student Cruise coordinator 

Patrick Thomson                  250-748-6599 

 

Supply Officer 

Phil Devitt                            250-324-5512 

 

Electronic Communications/Website 

Ian deVerteuil                       250-748-6506 

 

Seabreeze Editor 

Wayne Smiley                       250-715-0228 

 

Public Relations Officer 

P/C Wayne MacDonald        250-246-3884 

Matt Gilliam (sales)              250-246-4074 

 

Historian 

P/C Ted Giles                        250-245-3707 

 

WBAS Officer 

TBA 

 

Reviewer for Squadron 

Mandy Richards          250-746-8612 

 

Environmental Officer 

Phil Devitt                            250-324-5512 

 

Safety Officer 

Greg Sutfin          250-748-6611 
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Commanderôs Report April 2012 
 

 Traditionally the AGM is a time to report on the activities of the last yearéto comment on current condi-

tions and to indicate plans for the upcoming year. 

Being something of a traditionalist myself I shall endeavour to follow this pattern. 

Our squadron has maintained its high standards, of both instruction and graduation, due to the excellent work and 

dedication of our Training Staff. 

 Our membership has remained fairly stable with new graduates supplanting those lost by the attrition of age and 

changing circumstances. 

 We have participated in several local events promoting Safe Boating and our rendezvous have all been great events 

due to the organisation and hard work of those organising these events. 

Our Christmas dinner and dance was once again a well-attended event, again, thanks to a hard working group of 

organisers. 

Our financial situation remains healthy with the caveat that control will be critical to deal with changing conditions.  

This year saw the introduction of a more formal form of budget control and the results have been quite revealing.  

During ñaffluent yearsò there is a tendency to lose track of where money goes but now we are experiencing tighter 

economic conditions and are developing the tools that will hopefully enable the squadron to operate within its fi-

nancial capabilities. Unlike governments and some other organisations we cannot just arbitrarily continue to spend 

and then just increase dues to cover the expenses. 

In many failures of business and personal relationships, history has shown that often at least one of the parties in-

volved was unaware of the pending problems or issues. Over the years we have experienced communication issues 

with our concerns over the quality of instructional material and the rising costs of obtaining the material. We were 

given to believe that this situation was unique to our Squadron and so embarked on an investigation of this issue. 

One of our members undertook, as a personal project, to canvas all the Squadrons across Canada for their com-

ments, and this has resulted in the revelation that many squadrons have, and are, experiencing difficulties in com-

munications with National, and even at District level, in some cases. 

It is very easy to criticize any person or group that is entrusted with the running of an organisation or undertaking. 

Too often this criticism becomes simply rhetorical semantics that does little to solve problems and I am concerned 

that such politically motivated performances do not occur to the detriment of our Squadron and CPS as a whole. 

 To this end I am working with Wayne MacDonald in an attempt to put forward our concerns to the National body 

and all members, and at the same time, suggest some possible remedial actions. 

 For the next year, our plans include having our training staff review course material and try to resolve any serious 

discrepancies or errors prior to offering the course to students.  Ion Barnes, as our ATO for several courses, plans to 

visit courses being run at other squadrons to observe and discuss content and presentation.  

Not everyone is interested in coming out to Bridge and business meetings so I feel we need to provide more activi-
ties for our members and hopefully re generate their interest in serving in some capacity. 

 In conclusion, I would submit that this has been an overall successful year and extend my thanks to all members of 

the executive, Bridge and training staff who have contributed so much. It has been my pleasure and honour to work 

with such a dedicated and conscientious group of super people. 
  

Respectfully submitted 

Derek E Fiddes JN 

Commander Cowichan Squadron 
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Membership /Communications Report 
 

Membership/Electronic/Communications Officer - Ian de Verteuil  Report April, 2012 

Stay safe, 

 

Ian de Verteuil 

Cowichan Power and Sail Squadron 
A unit of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons  

Ph: 250-709-3629      E-mail: webmaster@cpscowichan.com       Website: http://cpscowichan.com  

Membership History             April 23,2012 

                

  1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Regular 205 240 249 218 224 225 222 199 194 208 202 217 207 206 199 

Family Member 30 38 50 47 46 43 49 53 47 51 49 48 43 39 37 

Life Members 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 5 7 7 7 8 

Junior Members 1 2   2 2 1       1 1         

Lady Associates   10 10 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 7 7 7 7 

Regular Associates     2 2   2 2 1     3 80 129 27 10 

Family Associates   1 2           1 1 1 3 6 7 7 

Junior Associates                         1 1 4 

Total 238 293 315 283 286 285 287 267 257 276 272 362 400 294 272 

                

Avg Regular Membership              

  5 Years  2008 - 2012 206             

10 Years  2003 - 2012 208             

15 Years  1998 - 2012 214             
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

Cowichan Squadron 
  

Motherôs Day Rendezvous 
All members welcome 

  

Cherry Point Marina 
 May  11th, 12th , and 13th 2012 

  
  

Come enjoy our famous Pig Roast 
 Members to bring a Vegetable dish, a Salad or Dessert 

Congratulations Gord 

On 20 Years of Volunteer Service 
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Calendar of Events 
 

 

 

April 30th May 1st, & 3rd 

Boating Basics 

Shawnigan Lake Community Center 

 

May 9th ð 19:00 hrs 

Bridge Meeting 

Maple Bay Yacht Club 

 

May 11th,12th,13th 

Motherôs Day Rendezvous 

Cherry Point Marina 

 

May 15th,16th,22nd ð 19:00 hrs 

Maritime Radio ð VHF 

Shawnigan Lake Community Center 

 

June 4th,5th,7th  ð  19.00hrs 

Boating Basics 

Shawnigan Lake Community Center 

 

June 13th ð 19:00 hrs 

Bridge Meeting 

Maple Bay Yacht Club 

 

June 18th,19th,26th ð 19:00 hrs 

Maritime Radio ð VHF 

Shawnigan Lake Community Center 

 

July 2012 

No Meetings 

Have a Great Summer 

Keep it Safe and Fun 
 

August 8th ð 19:00 hrs 

Bridge Meeting 

Maple Bay Yacht Club 


